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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 1 1493 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, UR, US 
SUBJECT: TRAVEL CONTROLS 

REF: MOSCOW 10937 

1. EMBASSY HAS MADE FURTHER ATTEMPTS TO CLARIFY STATUS 

OF MOSCOW CANAL WITH MFA BUT RUNS INTO SOVIET COUNTERCLAIMS 
RE INADEQUACY OF U.S. RESPONSE TO SOVIET FEBRUARY 18 
LIBERALIZATION. TRAVEL OFFICER (SEMENOV) TOLD EMBASSY 
JULY 25 THAT IT WAS PREMATURE FOR US TO PRESS POINT OF 
MOSCOW CANAL UNTIL QUESTION OF INCOMPLETE U.S. RECIPROCATION 
HAD BEEN RESOLVED. SEMENOV SAID HE UNDERSTOOD DISCUSSIONS 
WERE NOW UNDERWAY BETWEEN DEPARTMENT AND SOVIET EMBASSY 
ON THESE MATTERS. AFTERWARDS, HE NOTED, WE COULD MOVE 
FORWARD WITH FURTHER PROPOSALS. 

2. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY LIGHT DEPARTMENT CAN SHED 
ON ALLEGED DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON RE TRAVEL AND ON 
QUESTIONS RAISED REFTEL. WE WILL THEN PURSUE 

INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS HERE RE TRAVEL MATTERS IF APPROPRIATE. STOESSEL 
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